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Drafted for Service

Leslie Velpo "Vel" Blankenship reports
for duty at Camp Chaffee in Arkansas,
starting January 13, 1951.

Tour of Duty in Korea

Departed from America on May 31st
and arrived in Korea on June 20, 1951.

Return trip began March 22, 1952,
and lasted one month.

Honorably Discharged from U.S. Army
9, October 11, 1952

Vel earned the rank of
Staff Sergeant during his
time in the U.S. Army.




Drafted into the Army

; Approval of Budget Bureau not required.
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM '

ORDER TO REPORT FOR INDUCTION

Texas Local 1 « NO. 906
Selective oervice System)

(Date of mailing)
\ Q8 U‘\Fcb\l)_r- D‘-l.-.. ED

* -~ -y

(LOCAL BoARD DATE STAMP WITH CODE)

The President of the United States,

To __ Leslie Vilpo Blankenship - L1 96|29 | 1.8
(First name) (Middle name) (Last name) (Selective Service Number)
Route #3

e e . . o 7 ——— ———— - —— . ———

(Stl:eet and number)

__Roscoe, Texas

- —

(City) (State)

GREETING:

Having submitted yourself to a Local Board composed of your neighbors for the purpose of deter-
mining your availability for service in the armed forces of the United States, you are hereby ordered to

Texas
report to the Local Board named above at . R°°m307’D°s°h°rBldg’Sweet’mt er, .........................

(Place of reporting)

at 1230 A m. onthe. ... (et W - day of J‘“‘“"Zn, 19--.5..1.--, for

(Hour of reporting)
forwarding to an induction station.

This Local Board will furnish transportation to the induction station where you will be examined, and, if accepted for
service, you will then be inducted into a branch of the armed forces.
Persons reporting to the induction station in some instances are found to have developed disqualifying defects since
| being examinedp and may be rejected for these or other reasons. It is well to keep this in mind in arranging your affairs,
to prevent any undue hardship if you are rejected at the induction station. If you are employed, you should advise your
employer of this notice and of the possibility that you may not be accepted at the induction station. Your employer can
then be prepared to replace you if you are accepted, or to continue your employment if you are rejected.

If you are not accepted, return transportation will be provided.

~_Willful failure to report promptly to this Local Board at the place specified above and at the hour and on the day named
in this notice is a violation of the Selective Service Act of 1948, and subjects the violator to fine and imprisonment,

. 3Y;lou must keep this form and bring it with you when you report to the Local Board. Bring with you sufficient clothing
or 3 days.

t If you are so far removed from your own Local Board that reporting in compliance with this Order will be a serious
hardship and you desire to report to a Local Board in the area of which you are now located, go immediately to that Local
Board and make written request for transfer of your delivery for induction, taking this Order with you.

" Member of Local Board.

SSS Form No. 252
‘,} U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1848 O - 792517 16 —18271-1

Leslie Velpo "Vel" Blankenship
Born July 7, 1929 in Roscoe, Texas

Died January 25, 1982 in Kerrville, Texas

Velpo's first letter to Dorothy from Camp Chaffee in Fort Smith, Arkansas,
written Sunday, January 14, 1951. They had been married four months.

IN THE ARMY NOW.




In the first week at Camp Chaffee, those drafted into service took tests on reading, math,

mechanics, radio, electricity, and code. The next day, Vel found out that he passed the test for
Officer Candidate School (OCS) scoring 124 (passing required 115).
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Velpo in uniform in 1951.

Velpo (left) with Army buddy "Benskin" at
Camp Chaffee in 1951.
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Monthly Earnings Daily Schedule

During Boot Camp, Vel's monthly paycheck tallied $115, 5:00 AM - "Hit the Floor"

and he allocated it as follows: 5:40 AM - "Chow", Clean the Barracks

. : . wait for davlight
$30 for Vel, which covered laundry, insurance, income tax, ( ylight)

and various odds-and-ends. He was determined to save all he 7:20 to 8:00 AM - Training Begins

O on - 17:00 to 17:30 PM - Off Duty, Free Time

21 M - Ligh
$85 for Dorothy's expenses back home. 00 P ights Out

(Described in letter dated 01/15/1951.)
(Described in letter dated 01/15/1951, page 3.)
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A portion of the letter from Vel's mom
dated January 22, 1951.

Dorothy on January 21, 1951.
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Dorothy's letters detail events happening at home and how hard
newlywed life was without the love of her life present.

Vel gives a description of
target practice in the
bitter cold in his letter from

January 31, 1951.
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In the letter to Dorothy on January 26th, Vel describes receiving his rifle,

! pistol belt, and steel helmet. He also details the strenuous activities that
were required during the 14 weeks of Basic Training at Camp Chaffee.
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In this letter from Vel's mom, Essie Estelle Blankenship (shown here with her husband William Blankenship in 1953) describes her prayer that
the Korean War not turn into a third world war. God answered her prayer!
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Letters from Dorothy to Vel dated February 12 and

Fun Facts

In 1951, burgers were 30¢, gas was 23¢ per gallon,
and postage stamps were 3¢ (only 1¢ for postcards).
These love birds invested heavily in gas and stamps
during Vel's time at Boot Camp!

Their song was "Mockingbird Hill' by Patti Page.

Vel's three closest friends at Boot Camp were:
Benskin, Doggett, and Bavousett.

Dorothy lived with Vel's brother Dub and his wife
Wanda and their son Fred in Roscoe while Velpo was
at Boot Camp.

During Vel's deployment, Dorothy moved in with her
parents who also lived in Roscoe, Texas.

(Described in Dorothy's letters from April 1951.)

March 27, sending her love through the postal service.

Faster Weekend in
March 1951,
Fort Smith, Arkansas.

e e —

Boot Camp Timeline

Jan. 13, 1951 - Velpo arrived at Camp Chaffee for Boot Camp.

Feb. 17-18, 1951 - "Second honeymoon" after being apart for
five weeks! They had now been married five months.

Mar. 3-11, 1951 - Dorothy's second visit to Fort Smith,
Arkansas. Vel got two weekend passes in a row.

Mar. 24-25, 1951 - Easter weekend pass, see photos above.
It was their first Easter as a married couple.

Apr. 7-8, 1951 - Dorothy and her mom visited Fort Smith
for the weekend.

May 1, 1951 - Dorothy told Vel that she was expecting their
first child, and her due date was December 20th.

May 7, 1951 - Vel went home for 17 days of furlough.

May 31, 1951 - Vel left the USA for Korea.
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With the news that they were expecting their first
child, Velpo and Dorothy began planning how they

would structure their home to honor the Lord.

Evangeline "Vange" Blankenship entered the

' o
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world on December 18, 1951,
while Velpo was deployed in Korea.

in your heart.

our children, " You sha]]

(Deut. 6:6-7).
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In this four-page letter, Vel showed his whimsical side in a creative ﬂow L( W\‘//L (’)am( , wL 1( wl/é( call Z(,SA,\.
recounting of his military journey from January to June 1951. M /&-y@‘ Hoe Vi W AL M 5y .
We join the story when "The Traveling Man" receives a ' 7 / , . %
"very business-looking letter" from Uncle Sam. W% b /é come and W"’Vé ]4" Ak ﬁ«

Vel let Dorothy know via telegram that he arrived safely in A,LA.UJ& MOM GA &
Japan, awaiting the next leg of his journey to Korea. M wao fan acrod?
'

A

The USS Marine Lynx left the USA on May 31, 1951,
and docked in Yokohoma, Japan, on June 14th.
After a few days in Japan, Vel then sailed to Korea,
arriving on June 20th.

(page 2, continued)

Vel (left) pictured with an unknown Korean man.
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LLANKENSHIP
BLANKENSHIP

(page 4, final)
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June 20, 1951
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On August 6, 1951, Vel described the Korean
countryside and his longing for home.




Information regarding the Korean War is
not widely known by most people. At the
time it was fought, it was just five years
after World War Il ended. It was
recognized by the world as a con-
frontation between democracy and
communism, and it was the first major

conflict of the Cold War era (1947-1989).

The Korean War began June 25, 1950,
when the Soviet-backed communist
North Korea crossed the 38th Parallel
and invaded the US backed anti-
communist South Korea. In just a few
weeks the communists had absorbed
most of South Korea. The United States
wasn't sure if they could respond to this
act of communist aggression, because
supplies, soldiers, and resources were
depleted from World War II. The Soviets
had recently developed the atomic bomb
and Mao Zedong had come to power in
China, and they believed the United

States wasn't going to engage.

President Harry Truman sent troops to
save the Allied perimeter at Pusan on the
southern tip of the Korean Peninsula. By
late September 1950, General Douglas
MacArthur landed at Inchon and began
counterattacks. He reclaimed the entire
south and sent American-led United
Nations forces into North Korea. He was
met by hundreds of thousands of Chinese

A Summary of
the Korean War

Red Army troops at the Chinese border.
Chinese troops greatly outnumbered the
American troops and that forced the
Americans back into South Korea.

General Matthew Ridgway assumed
command and replaced General
MacArthur in April 1951. Under his
leadership, American-led UN forces
pushed the communists back across the
38th Parallel. This was some of the
fiercest fighting of the war. After two
years of failed peace talks, an armistice
was finally reached on July 27, 1953,
establishing the 38th Parallel as the
boundary. To the present day, the
communist North Korea and the
democratic South Korea have not made
peace and are still officially at war.

Over 35,000 Americans died and over
100,000 were wounded in the Korean
War. The war was the first major armed
conflict of the Nuclear Age and one in
which the United States had not clearly
defeated the enemy and therefore didn't
dictate the terms of surrender, despite
spending $30 billion and committing
nearly 1.8 million soldiers to the war
cffort. South Korea remains a strong ally
of the United States, while North Korea
has starved and murdered millions of its
own people and continues to be a
communist country.

Summary based on the Prager University video
"Why Did America Fight the Korean War?"

viewed in August 2025.
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Documenting History

A0 2

In Vel's letter to Dorothy,
written July 17, 1951, he expresses his
appreciation for the birthday gift that she
sent halfway across the world -- a new
camera and rolls of film. Little did they
know their family members would be
displaying photos of Korea taken with
that camera in this book,
published nearly 75 years later.
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By September 1951, temperatures were already dropping in Korea. Thanks to Vel's

From July to September 1951,
Vel shared a "pup tent" with buddies from
the Motor Pool. Sleeping on the ground
was not ideal and got old real fast.
Vel is also shown with a battery charger,
which he used to have light for writing
letters to Dorothy at night.

creative genius, the Motor Pool crew upgraded from their shared "pup tent" and
converted a cargo truck into a mini camper (shown to the left). It was furnished with
three bunk beds made from reclaimed ammo boxes. Vel covered his bunk with an
air mattress and mountain sleeping bag. They also had a 12-volt light and gasoline
stove to make things more comfortable. (Letters dated September 6th and 15th.)
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Below: Guard duty was miserable for soldiers to endure. Multiple times per
week they lost half a night's sleep with two different shifts on their assigned
nights, as described in this letter from October 16, 1951.
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Vel was in his element working as a mechanic in the Motor Pool.
He had to serve an extra three months in Korea in this position verses
the infantry, but he thought it would be worth it to have a better
chance of returning home. (Letter dated 08/06/1951.)
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Vel's letter to Dorothy written July 23, 1951.
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Parts were hard to find at times. On July 31, 1951, Vel gained
experience negotiating with another outfit
to get a needed carburetor.
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Some days were busier than others in the Motor Pool,
but when the work came in Vel was sure to

give Dorothy a good description.
(Aug. 7, 1951 letter above and Oct. 1, 1951 letter below.)
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Above excerpt from November 1, 1951, page two.

The week before, Vel's unit moved to Chunchon, Korea,
which he estimated was about 40 miles from the big city of Seoul.
He was still located in a Combat Zone, so he was glad it did not lower
his monthly pay, especially with a baby due by the end of the year.
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The Korean mud was a constant struggle for military
vehicles in the rainy season. The photos on this page
show how much they could sink down in it!

(Letter dated November 18, 1951.)
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a radiator on an M-16.

Vel's first letter of 1952 described the process of replacing /




Promotions

During Boot Camp in the spring of 1951,
Vel's rank in the Army was Private First Class (PFC)
and he earned $115 per month.

On October 15, 1951, Vel wrote Dorothy that he
had received a promotion to Corporal, with a raise
of §40 per month more. This would help with
expected expenses for the birth of their first child
in December.

On January 15, 1952, Vel was excited to add more
stripes to his rank. Making Sergeant brought his pay
to $223.15 per month. Over seas pay made up §16
of this amount. (Vel's drawing below is taken from
the letter dated 01/21/1952. The letter to the right

is dated 01/15/1952.)
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After Vel's first promotion, he learned to manage a team of mechanics ‘
and receive orders from a higher ranking officer.
(The letter above is dated October 28, 1951, and the letter
to the left is from October 15, 1951.)
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Once Vel became Senior Track Mechanic, his work load increased in the
quantity of both hours and frustration.

Y

Vel's stripes earned in 1952.




Elements of War

“ijjx/z&m
T/MQMLMM Y/ S8 24 4N
am,y wadals (}wjz\)u//;/ wag%”"iz-ﬂ%—-

/

,(/:/\. O //(,E/l/b g

Vel's letter dated July 17, 1951, describes his relief to not be
on the front line of the war.
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in Korea. It was more than
enough for his tender heart.

In multiple letters he tells
Dorothy he had seen things that
he never wanted to discuss in the
future. He planned to put it all
behind him when, Lord willing,
Enemy hideout. he returned home.
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After 45 days in Korea, Vel vented his frustrations
with the working conditions, the weather, and the atrocities of
war, although he said that being away from Dorothy was the
worst part of all (August 4, 1951, pages 7-9).
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Vel described waiting in a vehicle next to his foxhole as he watched a Chinese
airstrike nearby. He was ready to move out or dive for cover.
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On September 12, 1951, Vel witnessed a mine explosion that killed
a soldier. He counted his blessings when he, too, ran over a mine
that blew the back tires off his truck, but he was not harmed.
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Ky Darling wife,

I think I have some news that you will be glad to Bere tonight. I leave hers

— g —

—————————

———

in the morning at 9:00. So th:.s may be the last letter I will get to write for a-

while. Do you think that you can stand not hereing from me for a little while? I

don't know just how long I will be getting there because I may have to wait on a
ship or I may nos. So I may be staying over in Ja pan a few days., If so I will
write to you and let you know just what the scoop is. I am hoping to come right on

Through but I have been held up so many times that I don't know what to believe

till I get there. I will let you know when I hit the states and about when I expect to

— f/ / 3 k|

7&//40—;,«/ «% LAar—~ A o fz,u/u?]j* ~ get home, AL any rate I am the same as on my way. They will have to stop me quick
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N g 7&- Py, i’ 2 e , 4 Bomber Command planes of the U.S. Far East Air Forces . Tanks of the 1st Marine Tank Battalion bark death and or I will be long gone.

W /41/"% // /u,_;\, J /,{/4/)/ /,«f rain tons ()fh‘lg'h-dcmf)]ltl()n b(')mb's on a stra}cglc t.mhtary devastation into the Korean night, as Marines fire a This quota slipped up on us all. I was up at Bn., when it came in and we had to

/ Y 7 // ?7/ target of the Chinese Communists in North Korea in 1951. nioht mission at supplv installations : : : o

e M- ‘ U"/! ’g/ / = 2/ g at suppiy . go right down this afbernoon and X take our mike physical and then come back and
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eaten chow and just had to write thés letter the first thing. I couldn't hardly eat
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I was so excited but I managed te get some dewn because I Will need the energy fer

the truck ride to Uiv. Rear tomorrow.

\-&-

Heck Heney I am so happy that I can't think of a thing towrite so I guess I will

just have to say I love you and will be seeing you soon now, At long last our long
Red Alerts were sounded if an enemy plane
YP dreamed dreamed have materialized. It has been a long time in comming baut it is here

was within a 50-mile radius (February 12, 1952). ‘ .
’ at last and we cgn stop wishing. So goodbay till about a month when I think that I
will be therc unless they do decide to fly me home., In that dase I don't know just

when I will be there. The sooner the berrer eh loney?

~—Pell all the folks to imock off writing now because I wouldn't getgthem anyway.

11 let you bethe one to beeak the news to everyone Darling, I'll bet that you will

A command post somewhere in South Korea, SR he kil enbrEn it

as American soldiers keep on the alert with their straw
I love you Angle and cgn hardly wait to get home to you. Be good and careful

covered camouflaged weapons carrier.
till I get there Darling. TI'll be seeing you real soon.

An enormous pile of empty artillery and mortar shell Your old loving daddy = the way,

casings at a collecting point near the front lines.

The war essentially ended a year
after Vel returned home, and after

two years of failed peace talks.

O D o & Finally, the Military Armistice

D0 \UT ENTER S v 6 Commission on July 27, 1953,
M s 24 Sl s R ™ e resulted in a demilitarized zone

to divide Korea along the
"38th Parallel" which is still in
effect today.

Paratroopers drop from U.S. Air Force transport planes during
an operation over an undisclosed location in Korea.

Photo credi.ts e tbis page: U.S. N?")" / Associated Press. | Photo credits on this page: U.S. Navy / Associated Press.
(Pulled with captions from rarehistoricalphotos.com.) : (Pulled with captions from rarehistoricalphotos.com.)



The Journey Home :

March 22, 1952 - At 9 AM, Velpo left his post near Kumhwa, Korea. Four long
days of processing and travel followed.

UNITED STATES ARMY

March 26, 1952 - Vel departed from Korea through Inchon Harbor and headed
for Sasebo, Japan.

| from the Armed Forces of lliw United States of America = J J <Q W ABsnaL —cm {/é-—h ﬁaﬁ&ﬂ/\ ? Z)Juj i'
April 7, 1952 - Service men returning home boarded a ship headed for San R | | //,,///,,,,,/4///,,/ 9’““"“'0 : 4/ Wj Lt ﬁ/’&/&‘“ A 7‘)’{"””2,’ }’7‘0‘”&

. ol A - ' SERCGEANT LESLIE VELFO "Lnr KENSHIP, ER 54 026 INP-USAR Y ﬁeady Eescrvo (active status), / A ~ :
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Vel then flew to Oklahoma.
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April 24, 1952 - After 11 months apart, Vel and Dorothy were finally in each "AR 135-133 and paragraph 3a, SR LO-177-1" %%&
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for the first time in person. Vel enjoyed a 30-day furlough at home in Roscoe. RAMNer e TRV MET L D1 etr 1ot 0 < : . : D
] : — Leslie Velpo Blankenship not only got his name in the local paper in 1952,
but he went on to have many generations who would remember his dedication to
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B i ciblp Laslle Velis us &l 026 8 i We owe them both a debt of gratitude for making this project possible!
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remember the sacrifices of our soldiers past, present, and future.
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